D.I.Y Scrapping Banned

(Registered Keepers may no longer “scrap” a car or light van themselves)

The new RED V5C registration documents, which DVLA began issuing on 15th August 2010, will eventually replace the current design.  The new form does not have a “tick box” for owners to indicate that they want to scrap their vehicle and the DVLA are no longer accepting notification from owners on the old design forms.  Going forward authorities will only cancel a vehicles registration if they are notified by an Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF) advising that the vehicle has been scrapped.  The ATF will then issue the owner with a Certificate of Destruction.

Should an owner wish to dismantle a “spares” car themselves, they will have to keep the registration alive and make a SORN declaration.  The vehicle will then be recorded as off-road, and no tax due.  This means that the registration remains live and the SORN will need to be renewed each year.  The only way to finally scrap the vehicle will be to take the remains of the vehicle to an ATF together with the red V5C form for official “scrapping”.
The change is apparently to make us all more environmentally responsible, and to ensure we dispose of vehicles in the most appropriate manner.  This change is unlikely to impact the majority of us; however, anyone using a “spares donor” will be affected.  One concern that has come to light is that ATFs may be reluctant to accept part or fully dismantled vehicles at all, or may charge for disposal, making many of us continue with the SORN process.
