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Happy New Year to everyone.  The year got off to a 
very snowy start, I hope these two have thawed. 

 

 
!ǊǘƘǳǊ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǊ 

 

 
5ŀǾƛŘ aŀƴǳŜƭΩǎ ŎŀǊ 

 
/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
 
Fellow Members 
 
A Happy New Year to you all and may 2010 bring 
all that you wish for.  I am certain that it will be a 
very good year for the club. 
 
2009 seemed to go by so quickly and a number of 
events made fantastic highlights and fond 
memories for many of our members, namely a 
very good attendance at Drive It Day, out of 25 or 
so cars  11 of them were Morris Minors, so 
fantastic support from our members.  Wallington 
Hall was a great success, and most definitely our 
Branch Rally held at Stanhope was one to go into 

 
 
memoirs  ŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΗέΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
from the members who really enjoyed these 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ 
at our planned events for 2010, and boy we have a 
bumper packed year ahead!  Even if your beautiful 
Morris is still needing TLC, come along in your 
modern car anyway, the more the merrier I say! 
 
This has been a bumper 30th Anniversary for the 
club.  We had a strong and supportive team 
working for the club and without them none of the 
above would have been possible, so a big thank 
you to them all.  Plans are already being laid for 
ƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦƻǊ нлмл ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
an even busier year ahead, which is all very 
exciting and we hope to see you at these events. 
 
I would like to extend my very grateful thanks to 
YŀǘƘ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ άǇǳƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǎέ ŦƻǊ 
the Christmas Party at Burnmoor Cricket club.  The 
room was done up beautifully, the table was laden 
with a feast fit for Kings and the games and 
festivities brought smiles and laughter all round.  
¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ it missed out on a 
rare treat indeed. 

 
Our post Christmas dinner at The Church Mouse 
was also a very good night too.  Almost half of our 
members managed to come along and had a lovely 
time.  Good food, certainly good wine (in my case) 
and most definitely good company.   
 
So as we start up the new year ahead I look 
forward to working with the Committee team to 
ensure that we as a Club continue to grow and put 
on events that will make memories for ALL  of our 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ¸h¦w Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
very happy to be of service. 
 
God bless you all in 2010. 

 
Tracey Cramond 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Christmas Social Night 
(Sue Bell) 

The December social meeting was a fantastic 
event, with a wonderful buffet and fun and games 
for everyone. 
 
 Kath Henderson, our Social Secretary, had really 
pulled out all the stops and the buffet was a 
delight. 

 
 
There were plenty of Christmas raffle prizes to be 
won and a piñata which proved to be a very tough 
nut to crack. 

 
 
During the evening a cheque for £377 was 
presented to the representative of our 2009 
charity, the Great North Air Ambulance. 

 
 
At this point thanks should also go to Peter 
Rowland and his team of drivers who also raised 
£498 for the Great North Air Ambulance in 
collection tins. 
 
Also presented on the evening was the Leading 
Light award, this was presented to Kath Henderson 
ς a very worthy winner. 

 
 
Brian Butler donated a Christmas cake which was 
subsequently raffled by Kath Henderson and this 
raised a fantastic £47 for our nominated 2010 
charity, The RNLI Hartlepool.  The winner of the 
cake then re-donated it and it has been given to 
The Weardale Railway to help them raise much 
needed funds. 
 
 

Moggies on the Box 
 
{ǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜ ƛƴ 
the Miss Marple drama.   Another convertible was 
spotted in the Muller Light advert. 
 
 

NEC Classic Car Show ς November 2009 
(Sue Bell) 

Colin and I visited the Classic Car Show at the NEC 
Birmingham in November and had a really great 
day out. 
 

 
 
The Morris Minor Owners Club stand looked great 
and we were given a very warm welcome every 
time we went back there for a sit down and a cup 
of coffee. 
 
North East Branch members Malcolm and Dorothy 
Bainbridge were displaying their car on the stand 
along with several other models.  Apparently 
someone offered £18,000 for a van displayed on 
the stand but the offer was declined! 
 
There are some fabulous cars at this show and it is 
well worth a visit. 



 

 

Ian Portsmouth 
(Tracey Cramond) 

It is with a heavy heart and great sadness that we 
advise of the passing of Ian Portsmouth.  Ian 
battled leukaemia for many years and finally lost 
the battle on 27 November 2009.  Those who 
knew Ian will know that he never let anything get 
him down and he was certainly the life and soul of 
any event he attended, a chap who was up for 
anything as long as it was fun and brought a laugh.  
He was an ardent lover of the Morris Minor and 
thoroughly enjoyed travelling to many rallies and 
especially the MoTs over the years.  There is a 
wonderful article in the latest issue of Minor 
Matters (Jan/Feb 2010) written by our MMOC 
Chairman, John Frye, that really epitomises what 
Ian was all about, we do hope you take a moment 
to read it.  If you do not receive a copy of Minor 
aŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
send you a copy of the article.  Our heartfelt 
support and sympathies go to Sue, his wife, and 
LŀƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǎǎΦ 
 
 

Post-Christmas Dinner ς 16th January 
2010 
(Tracey Cramond) 

Thankfully the bad weather had eased up by the 
time it came to meeting up for our post-Christmas 
meal.  We were beginning to think it might never 
let up and start to thaw. 
 
We all met up at The Church Mouse at Chester 
Moor, a really lovely venue, with a very extensive 
choice on the menu.  The restaurant was bustling 
and busy, seems everyone had taken advantage of 
the better weather. 

 
 
The Cooks and Hills still managed to beat us to the 
tables.  After a few minor hiccups with the meals, 
everyone settled down to tuck in, and by the 
comments after it would seem that most enjoyed 
their meal, even though the temperature inside 
the venue was quite tropical. 

 
Our lovely Kath Henderson, true to form, beat the 
wallets and purses for money for the raffle, the 
prize being a lovely cake with Morris Minor design, 
donated by Colin Bell, and by pure fluke Arthur 
Henderson was drawn as the lucky winner.  Well 
done! 

 
 
We also auctioned a beautiful wall clock in the 
design of an almond green Traveller, after a bit of 
a slow start to the bidding, the winning bid was 
placed by Kath Bertram who was very keen to win 
it as a gift for John ς aaahhh! 
 
All in all Kath Henderson managed to raise £51.50 
in proceeds for the club from both the raffle and 
the auction. 
 
It was really good to see so many coming along to 
this event, it will be really good to get even more 
folk on board next time! 
 
More pictures can be found on our website, 
www.northeastmorrisminors.com  
 
 

Wanted 
 
Please remember to bring along a raffle prize to 
our social evenings to raise club funds. 
 
We also need good quality tombola prizes for our 
tombola stall at events later this year. 
 
Please pass these to Kath Henderson. 
 

http://www.northeastmorrisminors.com/


 

 

A Special Celebration ς 15 January 2010 
(Tracey Cramond) 

Grant and I were thrilled to be invited to share a 
very special celebration with two of our younger 
club members.  Andrew Cook and Rachel Charlton 
celebrated their engagement on Friday 15th 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ άǇƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘ 
towards the end of last year.  They held a big party 
to share their special news with family and friends 
at The Chilton Country Pub and Hotel. 
 
It was a superb venue, a fabulous feast, a very 
good party and a wonderful reason to celebrate.  
Congratulations to you both from all of us at the 
North East Branch. 

 
 
 

Charity ς 2010 
 
The ClubΩǎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ нлмл ƛǎ wb[L 
Hartlepool with a secondary charity of Macmillan 
Nurses. 
 
The Club is also looking for ideas which involve the 
cars in a fund raising event for Children in Need.  
Anyone with any suggestions, please let the 
Committee know. 
 

Easter Egg Appeal 
 
Donated eggs this year will be going to Hawthorn 
House in Durham (as they did last year).  This is a 
home which provides respite care for young 
people with severe learning difficulties. 
 
 
The North East Branch Committee would like to 
point out that any advice, articles or views 
expressed in this magazine are entirely those of the 
contributors and we cannot be held responsible for  
the  information printed herein. 

Social Calendar 2010 
 
All social nights held at Burnmoor Cricket Club at 
8.00 p.m., first Thursday of the month.  Do come 
along and join us, you will be very welcome. 
 
4th February Catch Up Night 
4

th
 March Quiz Night / Pie, Peas and Chips 

1st April Easter Bonnet and Paste Egg 
Competition 

6th May Nostalgia Night ς Archive 
editions of original club 
magazine to view and hopefully 
some words from an original 
member 

3rd June Drive Your Car Night 
1st July Curry Night and Play Your Cards 

Right 
5th August Natter Night / Pub Quiz 
2nd September Presentation Night by Guest 

Speaker (tba) / Pie, Peas & Chips 
7th October AGM 
4th November Pub Quiz or Race Night 
2nd December Christmas Party Night and 

Charity Cheque Presentation 
 
 
 

Rallies 2010 

 
 
25th April Drive It Day 
16th May Souter Lighthouse, Whitburn 
6th June Wallington Hall, 

Northumberland 
26/27 June National Rally ς Harewood 

House (up North at last!) 
9th July Trimdon Village (5pm to 9pm) 
8th August Tall Ships Event Hartlepool 
14/15 August Branch Rally ς Weardale 

Railway, Stanhope 
 
Please contact Rally Organiser Colin Bell on 01388 

811042 / colinbellse@aol.com / 
or further details are on our 
website. 

 

mailto:colinbellse@aol.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 


