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Chairman’s Report.........

The last 12 month has quite possibly been the best year ever for our club.  Not only due to the fact that we had a number of high profile events in the year, but also to the growth of our membership during the year.

When I was voted into the chair in October last year (2009), I have to admit I was quite daunted by the task, but I was certainly up for the challenge.  As a club we needed to get back to basics, focus on our members and support our local and regional events.   How did we do this?  With the fantastic support of what I can only say was a formidable committee, we started with putting together a robust and workable Branch Constitution.  A set of rules, regulations and guidelines for our members and the elected committee for the running and business of the club that is specific to our club.  

Our next  task as a committee was to look at the year ahead and plan events that were local and of interest to our club members, as well as keep those old favourites on the menu.  And without a shadow of a doubt, and from the feedback over the year, we managed to put together a very exciting recipe for success.  I’d like to extend my personal thanks to both Arthur Henderson and Colin Bell who have worked tirelessly this year to put these events into our club diary this past year. To highlight just a few of the successful activities and events where our club was represented….

Drive It Day in April, Souter in May, Wallington in June.  The National Rally event  was a terrific weekend and our Branch stand was quite striking with the Irish Christmas theme.  We hosted an evening in June for the 5 Capitals event lead by Julian Marshall from the North Wiltshire Branch who believes our North East branch is “unique”.    July brought the Crook Carnival and the revival of the Trimdon Classic.  The Tall Ships was quite
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possibly the most exciting event of our year and leading the Carnival Parade up on the Headlands was by far and away possibly the highlight of the club year!   Our Branch Rally in August was a terrific weekend filled with all kinds of activities and we had very good feedback from a number of attendees as to how successful we were. 

Our charity this past year was the RNLI based in Hartlepool, and we managed to raise £645.00 in raffle money and we’re likely to gather a further £200.00 from a few other areas, making up a total of about £800.00 to hand over to the RNLI in December.

So as our club season draws to a close on another year, we can now start to prepare and look forward to the festive holidays ahead.  We still have our November social to look forward to and I know that our Christmas social event on 2nd December will be as much fun as last year’s.  We’re also planning our annual post-Christmas get together for a meal out for the 22nd January at The Old Mill, so keep all these dates in your diaries.

I would like to thank all our members for your support over the year, and most especially for the fantastic participation we have seen this year, long may it continue and keep on growing into the New Year.  We have much to be proud of as a club and it’s all down to the club members and the committee who work for you.

I am very proud to have been re-elected into the Chair for the new year and promise to work hard to continue to ensure the success of the club going forward.

Tracey Cramond

Chairperson
Social Calendar 2010

4th November
Pub Quiz

2nd December
Christmas Party Night and Charity Cheque Presentation.  Please see the enclosed booking form for more details.  Start time is 7 pm for the Christmas party.
Rallies 2011
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17 April
Drive It Day
15 May
Souter Lighthouse

05 June
Wallington Hall

01 July
Trimdon Classic

20/21 August
Branch Rally

Please contact Rally Organiser Colin Bell on 01388 811042 / colinbellse@aol.com 
More details are on our website;

www.northeastmorrisminors.com
Moggies on the Box
There was a white traveller on BBC local news in an article about older drivers being given assessments.    A green traveller seen on the road in “Midsomer Murders” and a blue saloon in “Homes under the Hammer”.
Arthur Henderson has also spotted the front end of a splitscreen on the “Foxy Bingo” advert and a blue saloon seen outside a house in Somerset in “Escape to the Country”.
Please let me know if you spot any others.
South Shields – 7 September
Sue Bell
Tracey had received an invite for the club to attend an event at South Shields – “Just Wheels”, which was being held for the animal charity “Stray Aid”.  The venue was in a field on the sea front at South Shields and we had six of our cars in attendance.
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Most of the other cars on the field seemed to be the “boy racer” VW Golf and RS Escort type of vehicle but the Moggies settled in nicely.  
We had an interesting time watching the police come on site to take away one of the vehicles being displayed but thankfully it wasn’t one of the moggies!! 
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Future Magazines

We plan to have profiles of club members cars in future issues, if you would like your vehicle profiled please get in touch with me – Sue Bell on 01388 811042 or email at colinbellse@aol.com.
If anyone has any items they would like to see in future issues please get in touch with me with any ideas you may have .
Any members who have items for sale or are looking for items can advertise in the magazine and/or on the website.  Any items for the website – please contact Colin Bell (contact details as above).

Locomotion Shildon – October
Sue Bell
This classic show is an annual event at Shildon but this year was let down by appalling weather – it poured down.  However, a number of hardy souls turned out and there was a good display of classic cars, tractors, campers, etc.  We took shelter  in Arthur Henderson’s camper for most of the day so managed to keep dry despite the weather!
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Locomotion currently has the legendary steam engine “Mallard” on view which makes a visit worthwhile.  They also have several other fascinating exhibits and regularly host railway art exhibitions.  
January Social Night

Charity Nomination for 2011
“Brighter Skies”

Tracey Cramond

Over the past years our branch has supported larger and more recognised charities but we think it is time that we concentrate our efforts much closer to home and more in line with our region’s needs.

With this in mind we have selected “Brighter Skies”, a fund raising group based in Spennymoor, who started up in October 2008 and are raising funds for the Alzheimer’s Research Trust.  Most of their committee members have been close to and/or are affected by Alzheimer’s in some way

Alzheimer’s affects 1 in 14 people over the age of 65 and 1 in 6 people over the age of 80, but it has also been known to affect people much younger than this, it is estimated that approximately 16,000 people younger than 65 are affected.  Research is vital to better understand how to treat and care for people with this disease.
We will also continue to support Hawthorn House in Durham with our Easter egg collection.
The North East Branch Committee would like to point out that any advice, articles or views expressed in this magazine are entirely those of the contributors and we cannot be held responsible for the information printed herein. 
NORTH EAST BRANCH MMOC

COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS FOR 2010/11
	Position


	Portfolio Holder  
	Contact No.

	Honorary Life President 


	Joe Berriman
	Tel:   01740 652633

	Chairperson


	Tracey Cramond
	Tel:   01325 468505

	Secretary


	Sue Bell
	Tel:   01388 811042

	Treasurer


	Arthur Henderson
	Tel:   0191 3841664

	Rally Organiser / Web Editor

	Colin Bell
	Tel:   01388 811042

	Magazine Editor


	Sue Bell
	Tel:   01388 811042

	Social, Charity, Regalia & Events Secretary


	Kath Henderson
	Tel:   0191 3841664

	Area Liaison Officer (2)
	Grant Cramond

Malcolm Bainbridge


	Tel:  01325 468505
Tel:  01388 834037


	General Committee Member
	Dorothy Bainbridge


	Tel:  01388 834037


Morris Valuations
We now have four club members who have successfully completed the Morris Valuation Seminar and are now qualified to value Minors.  They are:

 Malcolm Bainbridge

 Colin Bell

 Grant Cramond

 Arthur Henderson
If you require any assistance on valuations please get in touch with any of those named and they will do their best to help.
www.northeastmorrisminors.com 
No social night at Burnmoor in January but we are having a meal at The Old Mill at Metal Bridge on 22nd January – please see the enclosed menu and booking form for more information if you would like to attend.  Time is 7 for 7.30pm









