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Chairpersonés
Fellow Members

Firstly, can | start by thanking you, our
members, for putting your faith and trust

in me and to take up the reins as your
Chairperson this new year. Undoubtedly, |
have some@retty large boots to fill

foll owing Sue Cookos
continue to work hard for our club as |
have done as your Secretary for the past 6
years and will hold only the best interests
of the club and our members in heart and
mind. We have a strongommitted team
elected for 2010 and | know with their and
your help our club will continue to grow
and go from strength to strength.

Il 6d |i ke to take a
Sue and Dave Cook for their unstinting
support and involvement with this club.
Over the past 12 years both Sue and Dave
have given so much and have worked very
hard to ensure the success and continuity
of the club. They have worked tirelessly,
often behind the scenes, to put our club
firmly on the map and make us an integral
part ofthe MMOC family. They are
exceptional Morris Minor enthusiasts and
we can learn much from their passion for
these classic cars. As Sue and Dave move
forward with their increasingly active roles
at national level, | am sure you will join

me in wishing tem well and do not doubt
that they will be successful. They will
continue to be active committee members
within our club and | know they will
continue to sing our praises from the

messag d09ftops wherever they roam with their

national and club activities.

2009 bei the year

ng

Anniversary proved challenging and

mightily successful for our club in so
many ways. We 6 v e
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2009 events to note were;

Drive It Day In April, of the 25 cars or so
on the drive, 11 of them belonged to our
club. Souter Lighthouse in May and
Wallington Hall in June saw the largest
turn out of <cars
some timeand it was good to share these
days with other classics. We were invited

m dOrdliSiaY OUk Cars gt an gyent at fastie

Eden and | must say without our beautiful
Morris Minors, | think the event would
have struggled, we managed 10 Morris
Minors and a Morri©xford on the day
and the public were thrilled with our
Aol den day car so
say. Ripon Old Cars in July proved a
rather wet and
stop our club members coming along to
support us and our branch stand wasyc
and close to say the least as we huddled
under the gazebo to keep warm and dry.
Again we had a turn out of 10 cars on the
stand and a number of cars on the field,
despite the awful weather. What can | say
about our Branch Rally weekend at
Stanhope!What a spectacular event and
all down to the hard work of the
organisers, Arthur and Kath Henderson
and their band of merry workers, who all
worked very hard to make the weekend
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had
turn outs at a number of events this year,
which is always a good thing! Long may
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such a huge success. Thank you all and
very well done, you did the clytroud, |
canot wait for next

This has been a bumper™anniversary
year for the club. We had a strong and
supportive team working for the club and
without them none of the above would
have been possible, so a big thank you to
them all. Pans are already being laid for
our calendar for 2010 and it looks like
we 61 | have an even
which is all very exciting and we hope to
see you at these events.

As your outgoing Secretary, | would like
to thank those of you who have sojid|
supported our social events, fund raising
activities and rallies over the past year.
Without this support, generosity and
member participation we would not have a
club. In 2008 it was the 80Anniversary
celebrations and we were tasked to meet
some pray tight targets for fund raising,
both for our own charity and the MMOC
charity Marie Curie. We managed to
achieve £950.00 in that year. Soitis no
mean feat that in 2009, and without added
pressure of two charities, that we have
managed to achieveplnenomenal total of
£877.00 for our charity, The Great North
Air Ambulance, this year. | want to
personally express my gratitude to Peter
Rowland and his colleagues for their help
in getting us to this number.

And finally, | do hope we will see you at
our Christmas Social on®December at
the Burnmoor Cricket Club, it is always a
fun time to share the spirit of the
forthcoming season and reflect on the
successes of the ye
take this opportunity to wish you and your
families a veryblessed Christmas season
and all the very best for the New Year.

Tracey Cramond

busi er

North East Branch 30" Anniversary
Rally 239 August 2009
VReclaBedrdmore v e n't .

Jenny and | are now fully paid up members
of the N.E Branch. Thank you Sue.

We are stillmembers of Yorvik but have
always enjoyed the N.E. Branch events;
Herrington, Harperly and last month at
Weardale. They get it right every time.
year ahead,
Arthur (lets call him King Arthur) and his
band of enthusiastic helpers put on a
brilliant sforgetathing.hey
Good directions, nearest store, petrol, Post
Office, pubs, cash points, chemist and on
site First Aiders and Portaloos!

Over fifty entrants attended the rally which
was held in a flat five acre grassy playing
field next to Stanhope Stati on the
Weardale Railway.

On Saturday we had a train ride to
Wolsingham. Arthur had negotiated
concessionary fares. 1 am a member of the
railway so travelled free! Jenny and |
chose to walk back to camp and enjoyed a
scenic hike by the river and alpthe
trackside. One problem was when we had
to walk through a field full of frisky cows
with calves, Jenny does not like cows so
she lad to put her head down and walk
swiftly pretending they were not there.

At Frosterly | experienced a sort of
magneic pull towards the Black Bull, so |
had to have gint before continuing our
walk. In the late afternoon there was a
boules match but the midges drove us
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away to the smoke of the BBQ. There was Sunday: The big show of vehicles which

a whoosh then flames and blaskioke included many other classics from other
rose into the sky! Mr Autoglym, alias clubs. It rained during the afternoon but
Malcolm Bainbridgedid his best to keep one family sat it out under large brollies at
the midges at balyy pulling his jacket the rear of their very tidy Maxi. If there
over his head and covering his beer but had been a trophy for endurance they
failed. would have deserved it!

There was one on site repair; Paul Pearson

lost all the brake fluid from his

Convertible. Diagnosis revealduat it

was afractured n/s rear pipe. He cut the

pipe, hammered it flat, bent it over then

bl ed the brakes which cc
you home repai 0 .

We thoroughly enjoyed the weekend,
thanks to all concerned and we look
forward to the next time.

Many keen members dressed up70s
clothes. Dave Gok wore a blowup Sumo MOGGIES ON THE BOX
wrestler outfit, the others wore some

, Sue Bell
outrageous dress which all added flavour |
to the evening. Music with disco lights
came from the marquee.

dondt know i f any of
how often Morris Minors in all their guises

appear on television (not alwaysnrajor

roles of course).

Those | have recently spotted hdeenin

The Royal; Midsome Murder; Miss

Mar pl e; Antiques Roadshc
it but apparently there was also one in

Emmerdale. Keep your eyes peeled for

more sightings.




Castle Dene Nature Reserve

August 16 2009
Tracey Cramond

We peeked out of the bedroom window to
check the weather, and were greeted with
clouds, fluffy grey clouds. Oh boy, yet
another day out in our little Morris Minor in
what promised to be inclement weather!
Never mind, we packed up our car with
our picnic and chairs and took off to meet
other members to display our cars for the
Castle Dene Narure Reserve event, who
were raising funds for the Butterwick
Childrenbés Hospice.

%

On route we came across a little navy
convertible, poor Joe Berriman, with his
driver Sue Cook, had come to a standstill
on the roadside. Bonnet up and Joe
tinkering to locate the problem, we pulled
over to see if Grant could get them going.
And true to form, Grant located the
problem, sorted it out and we set off again.

The weather held off and although
remained overcast, it was mild and kind to
us. We arrived to find only three other
cars parked up and they were two VW
Beetles and a Carmen Ghia in lovely
condition. So our troops pulled in and
par ked, one, t wo ,
Eventually we had a total of eight Morris
Minors and one Morris Oxford on display
on the day. Nine cars - a fantastic turn out
to say the least!

There were a few activities on the field; a
tombola, coconut shy, quoits, wood
carvers display, basket weaving stall
teaching young people (and adults) to
weave, jumping castle and an ice-cream
van. The ladies of the Reserve hosted
tea, coffee, cakes and other niceties on
sale for visitors, which was very welcome.

threelt-'oé:

It was quite fortunate that we had such a
good turn out, as the other stalls and
activities really did put on a bleak show,
perhaps the weather kept them away,
even though the sun peeked through
eventually. Our cars took pride of place
and evoked lots of interest, which was
really good not only for our club, but also
for the event.

Locomotioni Shildoni 4 October
Sue Bell

Colin and | attended a rally at Locomotion,
Shildon, on Sunday”klOctober, along with
Kath, Arthur and Andrew Henderson. Paddy
and Fiona Murphy and family also attended
but, unfortunately, not in the Morris as this is
currently offthe road.

It was a bright, cold day but the tuout was
excellent, a great variety of classic cars were
in attendance plus some wagons, buses and
also steam engines.

tié)n is an excellent venue as you can
visit the railway museum and there is also
Vintage Vehicles, a wagon museum, within
walking distance of Locomotion which is also
worth a visit.

In addition to the normal attractions
Locomotion was also displaying a temporary
exhibition of rail art.

Locomotion has a number of classic events
throughout the year and | am sure will be
organising more for 2010.



AGM

The AGM was held on Thursday' Dctober 2009 and was well attended. The new

committee for 2010 was elected by the system diib membevolunteering to carry out a
specific role andhen being proposed and seconded. No objections were raised. See details
of the new committee below.

The three outgoing executive members of the committee were each presented with a small
gift from the clubto thank them for their efforts over the previous year.

There was some controversy at the enthefmeeting when it became apparent that the
nomination system was not to be used in relation to the Branch Liaison Officer positions.
After some heatedistussion it was decided that the two vacant positions of Branch Liaison
Officer would be voted on by all present with a show of hands. There were three nominees
and the positions went to Grant Cramond and Malcolm Bainbridge with Sue Cook being
unsuccessii.

North East Branch MMOC
Committee Elections results for 2010

Position Portfolio Holder Contact No.

Honorary Life President Joe Berriman Tel: 01740 652633
Chairperson Tracey Cramond Tel: 01325 468505
Secretary Arthur Henderson Tel: 0191 3841664
Treasurer John Bertram Tel: 0191 3875288
Rally Organiser Colin Bell Tel: 01388 811042
Rally Organiser Asst Grant Cramond Tel: 01325 468505
Magazine & Web Editor Sue Bell Tel: 01388 811042
Social, Charity, Regalia & Kath Henderson Tel: 0191 3841664
Events Secretary




North East Branch News

The North East Branch held a full
weekend rally in August in celebration of
the 3" anniversary of the club with ten
years as a branch of the MMOC.
Therally was held in a lovely setting
adjacent to Weardale Railway at the
Stanhope Station and next to the river.
A full programme of events ran all

weekend and the highlights were the duck

races which were held on both Saturday
and Sunday afternoon and geated a lot
of fun all participants racing down to the
river bank at the sound of a hooter and
encouraging the little plastic ducks on
their journey to the finish line. Many

became trapped in the stones and by ways
of the river and members waded in
precarously to save them hoping the duck
they rescued was their chosen number. No
one knew who was winning during the

race as the numbers were on the underside
which all added to the fun. Well done to
Kath and Arthur Henderson who organised
this and many otherspects of the rally.
Saturday evening saw the famous North
East Barbeque ably organised and cooked
by Grant and Tracey Cramond. The theme
thisyearwag 0 6 s and fanoyme

Judging took place on Sunday.

A special award was arranged for the Traveller which was owned by the late Ray Goldie and his

nephew Paul was presented with the trophy.
Prize Winners were as follows:

2 door Malcolm Bainbridg
4 door Keith Haigh
Convertible Paul Pearson
Traveller Keith Emmerson
Pick Up Sue Akrill

Modified Ronald Stoackley
Working Arthur Henderson

Visiting Classic
Car To take home
(self judging)
Furthest Travelled

Mike Deani Traveller

Mike Deani Traveller

dress was outrageous adding to the
atmosphere.

A domino handicap helped thaht on

the way and had everyone talking to each
other as they played and a quiz followed to
wind down the party.

Most members and guests took advantage
of discount tickets and enjoyed a ride on
the railway either Saturday or Sunday.

All the cars were onidplay on Sunday

and as it was open to all classics created a
lovely spectacle alongside the railway.

Many visitors enjoyed the cars and the
me mber 6s
about the weekend which makes it all
worthwhile.

Sue Cook

DDC 175

CPT 548 G
RJIN 625 G
BVN 900 C
HEY 658 F
MUS 647 F
NAS 241

Allen Errington - Merc300si 8530 VX

VPL 517 G

VPL 517 G

feedback was

very



LEADING LIGHT AWARD Details to be confirmedregarding
the venue for ourget togetherin

| am delightedo say that Kath Henderson January

received most votes and has been awarded
the Leading Light Award. This will be

presented at the December social night. Pl ber th . ial
Congratulations Kath a very worthy ease rememper there Is no socia

winner. night at Burnmoor in January
2010. The first social night of
2010 will be Thursday4™

February.
RALLIES

Morris Minor Project For Sale

Tracey has received the following
information from Tony Price (Manchester
Branch)

We have had a phone call from
Mark in Oldham who tells us his
father wants to clear a black Morris
Minor convertible . It has been in
dry storage for several years due to
a gearbox failure.
get much info. other than it is not a
split screen ( hence must be a
Minor 1000) and is not roadworthy
and hased upholstery.

Dates confirmed for 2010 are:
Souter 18 May
Wallington 6" June

Tracey has received the following invite
from Steve Turner, C.0.0.C Secretary
The C.0.0.C. would like to invite
members of the MMOC to join us four This is obviously a project. If
tour of Cornwall next year, for one week anyone is interested please call
from 3%July. More information on the Mark on 07792 292357
website soon. '

SOCIAL CALENDAR

5" November Quiz Night

3 December Christmas Get Together

and Buffet Suppeir Anyone interested in
attending please complete the slip enclosed
and returned to Kath Henderson as soon as
possibé..

The North East Branch committee would
*Dono6t forget to gi ftlikeie poiptou thas any adwce, frtickes or
prizes for the Christmas social in views expressed in this magazine are
December. entirely those of theontributors and we
cannot be held responsible for the
information printed herein.



DO YOU RECOGNISE THESE
PEOPLE?




